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Integrating literary texts in ELT

Literary texts play an important role in teaching English language, especially enhancing communication competence, raising cultural awareness, and generating motivation among students. Research studies have shown the potential advantages of using literary texts in the EFL classrooms, which promote authentic materials, help increase language skills, and extends linguistic knowledge. This paper provides an insight into the issue of incorporating literary texts into EFL classrooms and to suggest various ways of achieving this in the context of teaching English in Albanian high schools. This thesis shows the importance of literary materials in the English language teaching program. Reasons for using literary texts in foreign language classroom and main criteria for selecting suitable literary texts in foreign language classes are stressed so as to make the reader familiar with the underlying reasons and criteria for language teachers’ using and selecting literary texts.  It presents the relationship between language and literature, the historical background and studies from previous scholars and researchers covering various phases. 

The role of the teacher is crucial in the process of implementing literature in teaching English as a second language. This makes it very important to know teacher’s attitude towards this topic. The data collected through questionnaires will be analyzed in order to illustrate the use of methods/approaches used by the teachers or any problem they might encounter. The implementing of methods aimed to be fruitful in developing students’ language skills and their ability of critically thinking and discussing about a text. Their ideas and opinions will also be discussed and presented. 
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