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Abstract
This research aims to study journalist Upton Sinclair’s 1906 novel The Jungle, focusing on a comparison between the novel and the current political situation in the United States with regards to immigration. The book itself is at the same time a denunciation of the exploitation of immigrants in the stockyards of Chicago and other industrialized cities, and an argument for socialism as the only way to equality between the classes. While at the time its impact was undeniably greater in relation to the hygiene and sanitary changes it brought about with the Meat Inspection Act, it still remains relevant today as one of the most important portrayals of immigration in American literature. By presenting the poverty of the lower classes and the corruption of those in power from the viewpoint of one of the marginalized, it not only mirrors the many issues the US faces now, but also proves to be unmistakably modern in its stance. The research shall firstly establish a historical background of the times in which Sinclair wrote his work, in order to provide a contextual explanation for the novel, and then it shall examine the main themes and setting as to provide a comparison with the situation nowadays, particularly in the period of Donald Trump’s presidency. The results drawn from the textual analysis and comparison show that although there might be now a very strong emphasis on racial differences, many aspects have remained unchanged, making The Jungle a documentation of both past and present.
