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Abstract

The purpose of this study is to investigate the strategies that Albanian teachers use to teach vocabulary in Middle Schools and whether collocations are part of their methodology.  I also want to find out if students know what collocations are and if they think that their use can help them produce native-like speeches. 

The reason I chose this topic is because of my work experience with English native speakers and Albanian students.  When I first started working, I could easily notice the difference among them. The former sounded more natural, their vocabulary was rich in collocations, whereas the latter struggled to express themselves the way they friends did. They used different words to communicate their ideas and most of the time they could be understood, but they didn’t sound natural. By focusing more on words that co-occur, with the passing of time the Albanian students were becoming more proficient in English. Their young age helped a lot, the authentic materials and exposure to the native language speakers, too. This is how I came up with the idea of conducting my study in an Albanian public middle school. It helped me understand more about the importance of using collocations as an effective way that leads to language proficiency, but also the causes that prevent Albanian students from sounding more natural when speaking English. 
