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Abstract
Equivalence is one of the most discussed concepts in the discipline of translation studies. Oftentimes, it poses a real challenge for translators: formal vs dynamic. The choice itself, when it comes to the final decision-making process, is not as simple as walking through the steps of a Math’s exercise by simply adopting a certain formula. 

When it comes to translations and the applicability of equivalence, many scholars argue as to what is best: form/style vs sense/content. This discussion becomes even more complex when literary translations are taken into account. Can we preserve form as not to lose stylistic, syntactic and semantic features of the SL author? Can we opt for an “absolute equivalence” in literary texts? 

In this paper we are going to analyze the translated version of “Darka e gabuar” by Ismail Kadare brought into English as “The fall of the stone city”, by John Hodgson. We are going to study equivalence at different levels and present illustrations of discrepancies encountered in each of the levels. Back translation is going to be used as suggested by Newmark to further analyze and find the why of the discrepancies and suggest possible versions that may narrow the gap created.
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