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ENGLISH EXAMINATION                                              Name:  

Level A 2 

 

SECTION 1 READING   (25 POINTS) 

Read the text. Match sentences A–G with gaps 1–5. There are two extra sentences. 

 

North America is famous for its wide open spaces, and this landscape can cause some very 

exciting weather. In fact, the USA has more tornadoes than any other country – there are about 

1,200 every year in a part of the country called 'Tornado Alley'. 1 ____It's also in this area that 

there are hundreds of people studying the weather. They are just normal people, but their favourite 

activity is following storms and getting as close as possible to a tornado! We call these people 

'storm chasers', and it’s quite easy to become a storm chaser these days. All you need is a mobile 

phone, a good car and GPS. 

Gabe Matthews is a storm chaser, and he follows the weather as often as possible. ‘Seeing a 

powerful tornado is an amazing experience,’ says Gabe, 'but it isn't easy to be in the right place 

at the right time. 2______When we know that a big tornado is coming, we have to drive a long 

way. 

Then we have to wait for ages before we see the weather changing. But when that starts to 

happen, it’s so exciting.’ 

Many people become storm chasers because they like the danger. But Gabe is always very 

careful. 3_______'Once I saw cars flying through the air,' says Gabe, 'and a big American truck! 

That was really exciting, but we watched it from far enough away. You don’t want those cars to 

hit you!’ 

Another reason people chase storms is to film them. A news channel recently used one of Gabe’s 

films. ‘That film was exciting because it was a strong storm and it caused a lot of damage. It was 

great to get it on TV.’ 4 _____‘My friends and I heard screams when we were filming. We 

followed the sound and found some people inside a building. They couldn’t get out, so they were 

very relieved when we rescued them. It was great to help people like that.’ 
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Perhaps you have to be a little crazy to be a storm chaser. Certainly, some people say that storm 

chasers just want to do something thrilling. 5 So actually, they often save lives. 

 
 

 

 

A. Once, Gabe had to go to hospital because he got too close. 

B. However, Gabe was even prouder of something else that he did.  

C. More people are interested in the weather in other countries. 

D. This is in the centre, from North Dakota in the north to Texas and Louisiana in the south. 

E. But they’re often the first on the scene, giving important information to the rescue services.  

F. F He tries to get close to the centre of the tornado, but not too close. 
G My friends and I need to do a lot of work to find a tornado and get to it. 

 

 

 

SECTION 2 WRITING   (25 POINTS) 

Complete the letter with the phrases (a-i). There is one extra phrase which you do not need 

to use. 

a. directions on how 

b. could tell us 

c. would be grateful 

d. would be appreciated 

e. look forward to 

f. whether we need 

g. possible for you 

h. could you let 

i. would also like  

We are interested in the Inca Trail trek, which we saw advertised in the student magazine. Firstly 

we 1_____ if you 2_____ if the flight from Lima to Cusco is included in the quoted price.  In 

addition, 3_____ us know 4_____ to bring our own camping equipment or not.  We 5_____ to 

know if all the meals are included and, if not, how much we can expect to pay extra for these. 

Finally, would it be 6_____ to give us the name of the hotel we will be staying at in Cusco and 

7_____ to get there. 

We 8_____ hearing from you. 
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SECTION 3 LISTENING   (25 POINTS) 

Listen to a woman giving travel advice and choose the correct answers (a–c).  

 

1. Fiona writes  

a. articles for a website.  

b. books about travel.  

c. articles for a newspaper.  

2. Fiona says that it’s OK to go to remote places  

a. in the daytime.  

b. with other people.  

c. if you’re in a taxi  

3. Fiona says that travel guides contain useful information about  

a. which places are dangerous.  

b. the best local restaurants.  

c. the safest transport to use.  

4. Fiona says that using a credit card  

a. is safer than using cash.  

b. is cheaper than using cash.  

c. is more difficult when you’re abroad.  

5. Fiona says you can go camping outside a campsite if  

a. you are next to the sea.  

b. you’ve been to the area before.  

c. you don’t have anywhere to stay.  
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SECTION 4  SPEAKING  (25 POINTS) 

Give your view on the following topics. Include details and examples to support your 

answer.  

1. Students should stay at school until they are 18.  

2. Everyone should vote in a national election.   

3. People should always tell the truth. 
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Answer Key  

READING   (25 points) 
 

1 D  

2 G  

3 F  

4 B  

5 E  

 

WRITING (25 points) 
 

1. c  

2. b  

3. h  

4. f  

5. i  

6. g  

7. a  

8. e 

 

LISTENING (25 points) 
 

1. b  

2. b  

3. a  

4. a  

5. b  

 


