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                                               GENERAL PROVISIONS 

Chapter I  

Article 1  

                                                             Purpose 

The purpose of this regulation is to ensure the proper functioning of the aforementioned 

Commission, so that the process of awarding the Doctoral Degree to academic staff is carried 

out in accordance with the legislation in force, the state standards for obtaining this degree, 

and in compliance with ethical principles. 

Article 2  

                                                               Scope 

This regulation defines the internal regulatory framework governing the activities of the 

Commission, in cooperation and coordination with other responsible structures, both at the 

main and basic unit levels, for the implementation of the process of academic staff 

promotion, as well as the rights and obligations of candidates for obtaining the scientific 

degree of Doctor.                         

                                                         Article 3 

                                                        Legal Basis 

This regulation is drafted in accordance with and in implementation of Law no. 80/2015 “On 

Higher Education and Scientific Research in Higher Education Institutions in the Republic of 

Albania”; Law no. 8480, dated 27.05.1999 “On the Functioning of Collegial Bodies of State 

Administration and Public Entities”; Decision of the Council of Ministers no. 112, dated 

23.02.2018, “On the determination of criteria for obtaining the scientific degree ‘Doctor’ and 

state standards for obtaining the academic titles ‘Associate Professor’ and ‘Professor’”, as 

amended; the Statute of the University of Tirana (2018);1 the Regulation on the Organization 

of Doctoral Study Programs at the University of Tirana (2021)2; and the Regulation on the 

                                                             
1 https://unitir.edu.al/wp-content/uploads/2019/08/Statuti_2018.pdf 
 
2 https://unitir.edu.al/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/rregullore.pdf 

https://unitir.edu.al/wp-content/uploads/2019/08/Statuti_2018.pdf
https://unitir.edu.al/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/rregullore.pdf
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Organization of Doctoral Study Programs at the Faculty of Foreign Languages (2022)3, as 

well as the Code of Ethics of the University of Tirana (2021)4 

 

                                                               Article 4 

 

                                                       Scope of Application 

This regulation shall be applied by the Commission and other responsible structures for all 

applications submitted after the entry into force of Law No. 80/2015, “On Higher Education 

and Scientific Research in Higher Education Institutions in the Republic of Albania,” as well 

as in accordance with Decision of the Council of Ministers No. 112, dated 23.02.2018, “On 

the determination of criteria for the awarding of the scientific degree ‘Doctor’ and state 

standards for the awarding of academic titles ‘Associate Professor’ and ‘Professor’,” as 

amended. 

 

Chapter II 

Organization and Functions of the Permanent Commission for the Awarding of the 

Scientific Degree “Doctor” 

 

                                                          Article  5 

                           Composition of the Permanent Commission 

The Commission is a collegial body elected at the higher education institution (HEI) level for 

the promotion of academic staff to the degree of DOCTOR. 

1. The Commission is elected every two (2) years, and its members are part of the 

internal academic staff of the main unit; 

2. The Commission is composed of not fewer than five (5) and not more than eleven 

(11) members, holding the titles of Professor or Associate Professor; 

                                                                                                                                                                                             
 
3 https://fgjh.edu.al/rregullore-per-organizimin-e-programit-te-studimit-te-doktoratures-ne-fakultetin-e-
gjuheve-te-huaja/  
 
4https://www.fhf.edu.al/wp-content/uploads/kodi-i-etikes.pdf 
 
 

https://fgjh.edu.al/rregullore-per-organizimin-e-programit-te-studimit-te-doktoratures-ne-fakultetin-e-gjuheve-te-huaja/
https://fgjh.edu.al/rregullore-per-organizimin-e-programit-te-studimit-te-doktoratures-ne-fakultetin-e-gjuheve-te-huaja/
https://www.fhf.edu.al/wp-content/uploads/kodi-i-etikes.pdf
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3. The members of the Commission self-nominate and are elected by the Assembly of 

the HEI; 

4. A member of the Commission must meet the following criteria: 

- Have more than five years of work experience as an internal academic 

staff member; 

- Have not received any disciplinary or ethical warning, or any other 

form of sanction; 

5. The Chair of the Commission is elected from among its members by a simple 

majority vote; 

6. A Deputy Chair may be designated to replace the Chair in case of absence or 

delegation of duties; 

7. The Commission has a technical secretary, who is not a member of the Commission 

 

                                                                   Article 6  

                                        Mandate of the Commission Member 

1. The mandate of a Commission member lasts for two (2) years, with the right to be re-

elected. 

2. The mandate of a Commission member begins on the date of official approval as a 

member of the Commission. 

3. The mandate of a Commission member ends in the following cases: 

a) upon the expiration of the term; 

b) upon resignation; 

c) when the member terminates employment with the University of Tirana; 

d) when the member is absent without justified reason from three (3) consecutive 

Commission meetings within a year; 

e) when convicted by a final court decision for committing a criminal offense; 

f) in cases of incapacity to perform duties; 

g) in cases of serious violations of the law; 

h) upon reaching retirement age; 

i) upon sudden death. 

4. Any vacant position in the Commission is filled by the next candidate on the list of 

applicants for Commission membership. 

                                                              Article 7  

                                          Functions of the Commission 

The Commission performs the following functions: 
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1. Implements meticulously the Regulation of the Permanent Commission for awarding 

the academic degree “DOCTOR”, prepared in accordance with the law; 

2. Enforces the Regulation on the organization and functioning of the Permanent 

Commission for awarding the academic degree “DOCTOR”; 

3. Ensures compliance with national and legal standards for obtaining the doctoral 

degree; 

4. Cooperates with the main unit and the basic units in carrying out the evaluation 

procedures; 

5. Approves the package of forms, templates, and document formats for the evaluation 

procedures; 

6. Formalizes the rules for writing the dissertation; 

7. Reviews and evaluates whether candidates fulfill the national standards for obtaining 

the doctoral degree as stipulated in current legal and sub-legal acts; 

8. Selects the members of the jury proposed by the base unit and approves the jury that 

evaluates the fulfillment of national standards for academic titles, appointing its 

chairperson; 

9. Reviews and decides on candidates’ appeals regarding the procedures. 

 

                                                                Article 8 

                                     Meetings of the Permanent Commission 

1. Meetings of the Commission are usually convened by its Chairperson. 

2. Notifications for calling meetings and the agenda are sent via email at least 6 (six) 

calendar days prior to the date of the meeting. 

3. Meetings may also be convened upon the request of at least half of the Commission 

members, specifying the issues for which the meeting is called. In such cases, the 

notification must be sent within 15 calendar days after the request and at least 2 (two) 

calendar days before the meeting date. 

4. Requests to include items on the agenda must be submitted via email at least 4 (four) 

calendar days before the scheduled meeting date. 

5. Any changes to the agenda, date, or time of the meeting must be communicated to 

Commission members at least 2 (two) calendar days in advance by the Specialist of 

the Research Department, so that all members are informed of the changes. 

6. At the time of notification for the meeting, all materials to be discussed such as 

reports, evaluations, assessments, etc, must be sent electronically to the Commission 

members. 

7. The meeting is valid if more than half of its members are present. 

8. If a majority of members are not present at the opening of the meeting, the 

Chairperson schedules the meeting on another day, at least 24 hours after the initial 

date. 
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                                                                 Article 9 

                                                      Decision - Making 

1. The Commission makes decisions only on matters included in the meeting agenda, 

except in cases where at least 2/3 of the members present agree to include additional 

items on the agenda. 

2. Decisions are made by a simple majority of votes of the members present at the 

meeting. 

3. Voting in Commission meetings is conducted openly. 

4. Commission members present at the meeting, who have no legal impediment to vote, 

express their position as “for” / “against.” Any “against” opinion must be submitted 

in writing and attached to the decision. Members who, for objective reasons, are not 

present at the meeting have the right to submit their vote in writing. 

5. The Chairperson of the Commission for the Promotion of Academic Staff votes last. 

6. In the event of a tie, the Chairperson’s vote is decisive. 

7. Decisions are signed by the Chairperson of the Commission. 

                                                    Article 10 

                                          Minutes of Meeting 

1. In every meeting, minutes of the meeting are kept, containing information on the date 

of the meeting, the attendance of participants, the agenda items, a summary of 

discussions, the voting results, the decisions taken, as well as follow-up actions for 

implementing the decisions. 

2. The minutes are kept by the Specialist of the Scientific Research Branch. 

3. After the meeting, the minutes are drafted and sent to the members of the Commission 

via email. 

 Contents of the Minutes of Meeting 

What the minutes should include: 

 

a. The minutes must state the exact date, month, and year of the respective meeting. 

b. The minutes must provide a concise summary of the conclusions and discussions on 

the agenda items and any additional matters agreed upon during the meeting, clearly 

identifying the names of the members. The minutes should also accurately and distinctly 

record the decisions taken by the Commission, separate from the discussions. 

 In case of discrepancies: 

If the minutes do not correspond to what was discussed during the meeting, any 
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Commission member has the right to request corrections and the drafting of a new set 

of minutes in accordance with the agenda items addressed in the respective meeting. 

1. The minutes in HARD COPY are to be deposited in the archive of the Specialist of 

the Scientific Research Branch. 

2. The minutes are also transcribed and stored in the electronic archive of the Specialist 

of the Scientific Research Branch. 

3.  

                                                      Article 11 

 

        Duties of the Specialist of the Scientific Research Department 

1. Implement the relevant regulation concerning the duties and responsibilities assigned to 

them; 

2. Send all relevant notifications to the members regarding upcoming meetings or other 

matters related to the commission via email; 

3. Accurately and diligently keep minutes of each meeting; 

4. Transcribe the minutes and send  them to the Commission members via email; 

5. Take custody of any files delivered with the minutes; 

6. Manage the doctoral candidates’ dossier accurately and systematically; 

7. Notify candidates in case of issues encountered during the review of their dossier by the     

rapporteur; 

8. Inform the Commission Chair in case of complaints from candidates; 

9. Attend and keep minutes during the submission, completion, or return of documentation or  

dossier  by the candidate or any Commission member; 

10. Be ready to provide appropriate assistance regarding the documentation to the rapporteur 

reviewing the dossier; 

11. Be responsible for any issues arising from the loss of documentation related to the 

candidate’s dossier or Commission records; 

12. Maintain continuous contact with the Commission Chair regarding any issues or matters 

that need to be addressed or resolved; 

13. Provide necessary information regarding the completion of dossier by the candidates; 

14. In case of absence from a meeting, notify the Chair in advance who will take measures 

for temporary replacement. This replacement may be performed temporarily by a 

Commission member; 

15. In case of dismissal / In the event of termination of employment for any reason, the 

Commission must request immediate replacement; 

16. Before leaving the position, the Specialist of the Scientific Research Branch must deliver 

in writing, via minutes, all documentation in their possession, both in hard copy and 

electronic format, to their successor or whoever replaces them. 
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                                                         Article 12 

                                             Formalization of Decisions 

1. The decisions of the Commission are transcribed by the Specialist of the Scientific 

Research Branch no later than two working days after the conclusion of the meeting. 

2. For administrative follow-up, decisions are prepared in three copies, signed by the 

Chair. One copy is kept in the Commission’s documentation, one copy is sent to the 

main unit where the candidate submitted the application and corresponding dossier, 

and the third copy is archived in the Protocol and Archives Sector of the University of 

Tirana. 

3. The Commission’s decisions regarding the formation of the Jury for the defense of the 

Doctoral Degree, as proposed by the basic units, are forwarded to the head of the 

higher education institution (IAL) for approval5. 

 

                                                          Article  13  

                      Rights and Responsibilities of a Commission Member 

1. A Commission member must comply with the Regulations regarding the duties and 

competencies assigned to them. 

2. A Commission member must attend every meeting, except in justified cases. 

3. A Commission member cannot be absent more than three consecutive times in a year 

from the meetings of this Commission. 

4. A Commission member must actively participate in matters on the agenda. 

5. A Commission member has the right to express their opinion in a reasoned manner, 

based on what the law provides regarding their rights and competencies as a member 

of this Commission. 

6. A Commission member must responsibly carry out every task assigned to them and 

within their competence. 

7. A Commission member must respect deadlines for completing tasks according to the 

legal framework. 

8. A Commission member has the right to oppose decisions that, in their view, conflict 

with the competencies established by law concerning this Commission or its 

members. 

- The objection must be submitted in writing and forwarded to the Chair 

and other Commission members. 

                                                             
5  Pika 11, Kreu I, VKM 112, dt. 23.02.2018  
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9. A Commission member must maintain confidentiality regarding discussions held 

during Commission meetings. 

10. A Commission member has the right to resign for justified reasons. In this case, the 

resignation request must be submitted in writing to the Chair of the Commission. The 

request is presented to the Commission, and the corresponding decision is made by 

majority vote. Their replacement is made according to Article 7, point 7. 

 

                                                            Article 14  

                       Responsibilities of the Commission Chairperson 

1. The Chairperson organizes and presides over all Commission activities. 

2. The Chairperson ensures compliance with the Regulation concerning their 

responsibilities and authority. 

3. The Chairperson must attend every meeting. In case of a justified absence, they shall 

notify the Commission and designate either the Vice-Chairperson (if elected) or 

another Commission member to chair the meeting. 

4. The Chairperson opens each meeting and proceeds with the agenda items. 

5. The Chairperson instructs the Specialist of the Scientific Research Branch to record 

attendance and maintain the minutes of the meeting. 

6. The Chairperson provides each member the opportunity to express their opinion. 

7. The Chairperson maintains order, communicates ethically and rationally, and 

exercises authority to resolve arising issues. 

8. The Chairperson submits decisions to a vote and, after counting, approves or rejects 

them based on the majority. 

9. In case of a tie, the Chairperson’s vote counts as double. 

10. The Chairperson, together with the Specialist of the Scientific Research Branch, 

finalizes the decisions, signs them, and deposits them according to the Regulation. 

11. The Chairperson allocates tasks within the Commission fairly and rationally. 

12. In the event of resignation, submitted in writing to the Commission and the Head of 

the Main Unit, the Commission convenes to elect a new Chairperson. 

13. In the event of the Chairperson’s death, the same procedure as in point 12 and in 

accordance with point 4, Article 7, shall apply for their replacement as a Committee 

member               

 

                                                             Article  15 

                                   Duties of the Dossier Rapporteur (Relator) 

1. The Rapporteur must comply with the Regulations regarding the duties and 

competencies assigned to them. 
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2. The Rapporteur who will review a candidate’s dossier is proposed in the next meeting 

of the Commission. 

3. The Rapporteur reviews the dossier submitted by the Specialist of the Scientific 

Research Branch, which is received with the relevant handover protocol (handover 

report of the dossier). 

4. The Rapporteur checks every document submitted in the dossier according to the 

criteria established by law. 

5. The Rapporteur examines the procedural correctness in the preparation of the dossier. 

6. The Rapporteur verifies the accuracy of the documentation and data deposited in the 

dossier according to legal requirements and other regulatory acts. If discrepancies are 

found, they request correction, completion, or replacement. 

7. The Rapporteur verifies the accuracy of publications deposited in the dossier 

according to legal requirements and other regulatory acts. If discrepancies are found, 

they request correction, completion, or replacement. 

8. The Rapporteur checks the formal aspects of the work. If standards are not met, they 

request fulfillment of the formal requirements. 

9. The Rapporteur prepares the final report, signs it, and submits it within the prescribed 

deadlines. 

10. The report is discussed in the relevant meeting and once approved, is deposited with 

the Specialist of the Scientific Research Branch. 

11. The Rapporteur is responsible for any miscommunication or exceeding of 

competencies. 

12. In the event the Rapporteur resigns from the assigned task, a new Rapporteur is 

proposed in the next Commission meeting for the respective dossier. 

                                                                  Article  16  

                                                            Final Provisions 

1. This Regulation enters into force immediately upon its approval by the Dean’s Office. 

2. Amendments to this Regulation may be made upon the request of no fewer than two-

thirds (2/3) of the members of the Commission. 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                              DEAN 

 

                                            Prof. Dr.  Esmeralda KROMIDHA 

 


